ENG 1213: Unit 3 Essay – The Time Capsule
Readings:

Sample Essay on Star Trek (available on web site)
“How To Research” Handout

Prompt: You are part of a society that is building a time capsule that reflects culture of America in the 20th and 21st Centuries. You must present a list of 3-4 items that you would put in the time capsule for the group to vote on. Anything you choose must be represented by some physical object. That object could be a book, DVD/CD, picture, etc. The challenge will be to find things significant to enough people to matter yet still would be challenged by others – that is the argument aspect of this assignment. Events like WWI and WWII, the first man on the moon, the automobile, and the personal computer should not be included. These would not cause people to argue about whether they are significant enough to go into the time capsule. 
It is acceptable to narrow this from America to a smaller group, like Oklahoma, Native Americans, women, etc.  But be sure you are choosing items that are not easily agreed on. Those items can reflect people, events, discoveries, pop culture (e.g., TV shows), etc. The sample essay does not purely reflect this assignment. Please note that it was written to argue for just one item. I’ve modified the assignment to include 3-4 items. Still, the essay gives you an idea of how to use resources to prove the validity of your choice. 
Length:  3 pages (@ 900 words)

Format: MLA style I’ve given you (use Time Capsule as the assignment title in your header)

Research: this assignment requires you find 3 credible sources to back up your argument that this is a significant event. Much of your topic may fall completely under the domain of common knowledge.  However, to provide the best argument, you will need to use sources (to find more specific information, to quote from experts, to present statistics, etc). You must cite them according to MLA style.

