ENG 1213: What Effect Does Literacy Have on Us?
READINGS

· C/E: Malcolm X. “Coming to an Awareness of Language” (p. 377)
· C/E: Helen Keller. “The Day Language Came Into My Life” (p. 147)
· C/E: Frederick Douglas. “Learning to Read and Write” (p. 71)
· C/E: Mary Crow Dog and Richard Erdoes. “Civilize Them with a Stick” (p. 57)

· C/E: Edite Cunha. “Talking in the New Land” (p. 49)

· THEORY: Jonathan Kozol. “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” (p. 167)

· THEORY: Knoblauch, C.H.  “Literacy and the Politics of Education.”  (handout from web site)
ADDITIONAL

[image: image1.wmf]You may make an appointment with me (or email me) at any phase of your assignment to discuss any ideas or problems you may be having.  I am more than willing to look at drafts at any stage of development.  Please consult the information in your syllabus about scheduling appointments in order to do so. You may also schedule an appointment in SSC’s Student Success Center with a writing tutor to gain valuable feedback on your draft.

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS WORTH 100 POINTS

GUIDELINES

After reading the selections for this unit, write an essay that argues why literacy is valuable in a particular context: personal growth, functional, critical, or cultural and how the stories of these people reflect that importance. Remember, sometimes to show value, we can show how the lack of something causes harm. Use the Kozol and Knoblauch essays for insight into different kinds of literacy and the effects of literacy on society. You must cite from 2 of the essays marked C/E and one of the essays marked THEORY.
DOCUMENTATION & ESSAY STANDARDS

Your discussion must incorporate your own ideas and opinions regarding this subject, but may also make use of ideas presented in assigned readings and class discussion.  Ideas taken from the readings must be incorporated according to the rules of M.L.A., which your QA Compact clearly addresses. You will:

· Use proper diction, tone and voice for a formal essay (that means NO 2ND PERSON!!!!)

· Use strong verbs and specific words to convey your meaning.

· Employ correct punctuation and grammar.

· Follow page format guidelines (or use the template from the web site).

· Turn in a typed draft at least 3 pages in length (@900 words), though it can be up to 5 pages long. Remember to attach a completed checklist.
ESSAY OUTLINE

· Introduction: Establish context for issue: what is the state of literacy in America, the world, today and why should the audience be concerned? Refer to the specific type of literacy you will be focusing on (cultural, functional, critical, personal growth), define it, and examples that the past has to show us the effect of literacy/illiteracy. Present thesis.
· Body Paragraphs:

· P1: The first valuable effect

· Explain your position

· Give examples from readings to prove value of this effect
· Wrap up your point by telling your reader the value of this insight

· P2 & 3: Repeat pattern of P1 with 2 other effects

· Conclusion: Restate thesis; appeal to particular audience you’ve chosen – how do you want them to act after reading this essay? What insight do you want them to gain?
SAMPLE INTRODUCTION

Functional literacy is class warfare. What else can we call programs that seek to only educate people just enough that they can get by? C. H. Knoblauch defines functional literacy as a practical approach “readying people for the necessities of daily life--writing checks, reading sets of instructions--as well as for the professional tasks of a complex technological society” (4). This sounds great: we are helping people function in society. However, if this is the only literacy these people receive, then they are cut off from opportunities that would require greater literacy. In effect, functional literacy creates a class of Americans who cannot compete against those with greater literacy, at least not on most economic or social levels. Rather than teach the bare minimum, our goal should be giving advanced literacy to all students. Only then can we reduce the class warfare that dooms so many people to minimum wage jobs, or creates such barriers to advanced education.
