ENG 1213:
Whose Rights Are More Important: The Individual’s or the Government’s?
Readings:

· Ian Johnston’s Drastically Abridged version of Mill’s essay (handout)

· Summary of Mill’s essay (handout)

· James Monroe, “Amendments to the Constitution” (Bill of Rights) (p. 485-86)
Suggested readings from The Power of Language:

· Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience”

· King, “Letter from Birmingham Jail

· Ghandi, “Letter to Lord Irwin”

· Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence

·  “Civil Liberties After 9/11: The ACLU Defends Freedom”: http://www.aclu.org/ FilesPDFs/911_report.pdf

· Bill of Rights with explanation by Linda Monk: http://www.constitutioncenter.org/ explore/TheU.S.Constitution/ index.shtml#Amendments

Using the readings above plus at least 3 outside, scholarly sources (documenting everything with MLA style), you will examine the status of a civil liberty since 9/11. Follow these steps:

1. Identify an issue that a credible source claims is a violation of American civil liberties.

2. Be able to define and explain the particular civil liberty at issue.

3. Research examples this credible source gives of violations and determine if there is cause for concern.

4. Take a stand on the issue yourself and craft an argumentative thesis for your paper.

5. Using at least 3 credible sources apart from the required readings above, argue your case, providing enough background on the issue for your target audience (e.g., defining the liberty, explaining it, briefly stating why America has protected this freedom, etc.)

6.  If you are arguing that the liberty is NOT being violated (or at least to an extent that we should worry about), your paper will primarily prove its case by refuting the credible source’s argument – prove why it’s wrong or short-sighted.  If you are arguing FOR the position by your credible source, lay out your reasons to your audience by establishing why this is an imporant liberty to protect and why the actions of the violators have gone beyond acceptable practice. Look for arguments that support the violation and try refuting them using the Constitution, Bill of Rights, Declaration of Independence, and other objective analyses of our freedoms.

Your essay should be a minimum of 800 words (@ 3.5 pages), Times New Roman 12-point, and follow the formatting guidelines for the class.

Use only 3rd person. You should not need to use 1st person, and second person (you) is very rarely acceptable in academic argument because of the intrusiveness of tone.  Third person (he, she, it, and they) allows the reader to remain focused on your argument, not on you or what you are assuming about the reader. The first draft must be complete and polished, adhering to all the qualities of standard academic English.
