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ENG 1213: Unit 4 Argument
Free Topic Choice
READINGS

· Unit 4 Handout

· Paper Proposal Handout (Due July 6th at 11:00 pm)
· John Stuart Mills, “On Liberty” (Abridged version Sections 1 and 2 only, though I recommend skimming the other sections for useful information)

· Previous handouts and PowerPoint presentations concerning essay writing given this semester
DUE

July 15th at 11:00 pm (uploaded to WebCT as a DOC file in the assignment section)
BASIC REQUIREMENTS

Your essay should:

· Have a topic approved by me based on the Paper Proposal assignment;

· Be at least 4 pages length (minimum), double spaced with 1” margins in 12 point, black print using Times New Roman font;
· Contain a clear and arguable claim supported with convincing evidence;
· Incorporate the required research elements;
· Be written with a clear plan related to your thesis showing logical order and persuasion;
· Clearly show use of the basic elements of argument: claim, refutation, logic (no fallacies);
· Be addressed to a clearly identifiable target audience as evidenced in the tone, diction and selection of support material from texts and/or personal experience;
· Show a strong use of voice and progression that provides clear connections between stated claims and support;
· Follow standard academic English;
· Absolutely no other POV except 3rd person, unless you have RELEVANT personal experience that supports your point;

· Demonstrate correct in-text and bibliographical MLA citation;
· Show evidence of revision and editing.
ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION

In this unit, you will choose your own argument to present in an essay. This 4 page (minimum) argument presents not only your reasons for supporting your position but also counterpositions or refutations of the major positions that oppose your thesis.  All outside research must come from you. The paper must have a minimum of 5 academic sources with the following limitations:
1. No encyclopedias (including online versions such as Wikipedia) may count as a source. You may use an encyclopedia, but it is in addition to the 5 required sources.
2. You must use one print source from our library, or another college’s library, in your essay. EBSCOhost can count as a print resource if the article you use was originally printed and not from an online journal. To access Ebsco from off campus via the Library web page, use the id: BLIB and the password: password

SUGGESTED OUTLINE OF ESSAY:
1) INTRODUCTION
a) Attention getter

b) Relevant background information

c) Clear audience identification

d) Arguable thesis statement

2) BODY PARAGRAPH 1
a) Topic sentence

b) Explanation of your point that shows your reasoning process – why and how this supports the position you have taken on this issue

c) Fact-based evidence to support your position (do not leave it at opinion)

d) Wrap up of the point that moves the reader to the next point in your essay

3) BODY PARAGRAPHS 2+ (REPEAT STEPS IN BODY PARAGRAPH 1)
4) COUNTERARGUMENT
a) Identify the most relevant position(s) against your position.

b) Explain that position.

c) Argue why this position is either faulty or insufficient to undermine your position.

5) CONCLUSION
a) Restate thesis

b) Begin wrapping up the essay by taking the reader back to the big picture. This could entail:
· Reminding them of what’s at stake by allowing the situation to continue

· Predicting what will happen in the future if action is or is not taken

· Encouraging the reader to act 

c) Do not argue another topic sentence here. The case you make in the conclusion is more about showing the reader why your thesis claim is important or significant. You might also clarify how it specifically impacts them as the audience you have targeted. Put yourself in your reader’s shows: what would convince you to act? To believe? You may have many options here, and you should always choose the one best aligned with academic standards: remember the Rhetorical Triangle.
