Kelli’s Amazing, Super-Stupendous Sentence Combining Sheet

1.
Independent clause.  E.g. The Chicago Cubs is the greatest team in baseball. Beware of fragments: phrases that cannot stand on their own because they lack a subject, verb, or both.

· A gerund phrase functions as a noun.  It begins with a verb ending in –ing: Knowing she had to decide was driving Lucinda insane.  
· An infinitive phrase includes an infinitive (a verb beginning with “to”) and its objects, complements, and modifiers: It functions as an adjective (The Pacific Coast is the place to be.), adverb (She went to pay her taxes.), or noun (To be young again is all I want).

· A noun phrase includes a noun and its modifiers: A long, rough road crossed the barren desert.
· A participial phrase includes a present participle (always ending in –ing) or past participle (usually ending in –ed unless verb is irregular) and its objects, complements, or modifiers.  It functions as an adjective: Absentmindedly climbing the stairs, he stumbled.  They bought a house built in 1895.
· A prepositional phrase is introduced by a preposition and ends with a noun or pronoun, called the object of the preposition.  It functions as an adjective (The gas in the laboratory was leaking.), an adverb (The firefighters went to the lab to check.), or a noun (The smell came from inside the wall.).

· A verb phrase is composed of a main verb and one or more auxiliaries, acting as a single verb in the sentence predicate: I should have come to the review session.
2.
If the two sentences are closely related and equally important, you can join them with a comma and a coordinating conjunction: and, or, nor, for, but, yet, so.

· Independent clause + , + coordinating conjunction + independent clause: I should pay my tuition, but I need a new car.

3.
If the ideas in the two clauses are closely related and you want to give them equal emphasis, another alternative is to link them with a semicolon.

· Independent clause + ; + independent clause.

Sammy Sosa deserves the National League MVP award; his 66 home runs, 158 RBIs, and solid play in right field make him an invaluable player to the Cubs.

· Comma splices often result when writers link clauses with a conjunctive adverb like however or therefore or a transitional phrase like in fact.  In such sentences, the two clauses must be separated by a semicolon or by a comma and a coordinating conjunction.  In addition, conjunctive adverbs are usually set off from the second sentence by a comma.

· Independent clause + ; + conjunctive adverb + , +  independent clause.

The Cubs beat the Braves 4 out of 6 games this season; however, the playoffs are a whole new game.

· Conjunctive adverbs: however, nevertheless, consequently, furthermore, moreover, anyway, also, besides, finally, likewise, instead, incidentally, indeed, meanwhile, and namely.

4.
When two independent sentences are spliced or fused, you can sometimes reduce them to a single independent sentence.

· Run-on sentence: Many students complain that a large part of their Pell grants is taken up by books the rest is school fees.
· Fixed:  Many students complain that most of their Pell grants are taken up by books and school fees.

5.
When one independent sentence is more important than the other is, try converting one to a dependent sentence.

· C-S:  Zora Neale Hurston is regarded as one of America’s major novelists, she died in obscurity.

· Fixed:  Although Zora Neale Hurston is regarded as one of America’s major novelists, she died in obscurity.


The first sentence stands in contrast to the second one: in contrast to Hurston’s importance today are the circumstances of her death.  In the revision, the writer chose to emphasize the second sentence and to make the first one into a dependent sentence by adding the subordinating conjunction although.  When combining sentences, you must decide if they are coordinate (the information is equally important) or if they are subordinate (one sentence is more important than the other is).

· Subordinating conjunction/relative pronoun + independent clause + , + independent clause.

Although the Cubs lost the first game against Atlanta, I believe that they will beat the Braves.


Or

· Independent sentence + subordinating conjunction/relative pronoun + independent sentence. (no comma needed)


I believe the Cubs will beat the Braves although they lost the first game.

· Subordinating conjunctions: although, because, since, when, while, after, even before, if, any, even though.

· Relative pronouns: who, whom, which, that (these introduce subordinate clauses acting as adjectives)

