
Parts of the Essay: The 
Conclusion



The Importance of Conclusions
• The conclusion is the final impression on your 

reader.

• It's an opportunity to: 

o Reiterate your central argument (thesis)

o Synthesize your main ideas

o Offer final thoughts and insights

Reiterate 
Thesis

Summarize/Synthesize 
Primary Support

"So What?" Factor



Functions of 
Conclusions

Provides closure and a sense of completion

Reinforces your key points

Explains the significance of your topic and 
analysis

Leaves the reader feeling satisfied and 
informed



What Makes a Good Conclusion

Clear: Restates the 
thesis in fresh words

Concise: Gets to the 
point efficiently

Powerful: Leaves a 
lasting impact

Recursive: Connects 
back to the 
introduction



Crafting an 
Effective 
Conclusion



Restate the Thesis
• Restate Your Thesis: Rephrase your main argument in a fresh way that 

reflects the reader's new understanding.

o Definition: Like an echo in a canyon, you're repeating your main 
argument, but with the richer understanding your reader now has from 
your essay.

o Example:

 Thesis (Intro): "The rise of artificial intelligence will profoundly 
transform the job market."

 Restatement (Conclusion): "As AI continues its rapid evolution, it's 
clear that adapting and acquiring new skills will be crucial for 
navigating the changing landscape of work."

o Why Effective: It's the final hammer driving home the nail – reinforcing 
your argument and making sure it sticks in the reader's mind.



Summarize Key Points
• Summarize Key Points: Briefly touch on the main 

supporting ideas without simply repeating them.
o Definition: Imagine packing a suitcase – you want to neatly 

include the essentials, not every single sock you own. This is 
a concise recap of your main supporting ideas

o Example:
 Conclusion: "In conclusion, the evidence points to a strong link between 

regular exercise, improved mental health, and increased longevity. 
These findings underscore the importance of prioritizing physical 
activity for overall well-being."

o Why Effective: It's a helpful roadmap, reminding the reader 
of the journey they've just taken through your essay, and 
solidifying your argument.



Connect and Synthesize
• Go Beyond Summary: Connect your main points to reveal 

a deeper understanding or a new insight.
o Definition: This is where you become the chef, taking all 

those individual ingredients (your key points) and blending 
them into a delicious, new dish (a deeper insight)

o Example:
 Conclusion: "While social media connects us in unprecedented ways, it 

also fosters echo chambers and misinformation. Therefore, critical 
thinking and media literacy are more vital than ever in the digital age."

o Why Effective: You're demonstrating higher-level thinking. It 
shows you're not just repeating information, but truly 
understanding how your ideas connect



Offer a Broader 
Perspective

• Offer a Broader Perspective: Place your topic in a larger 
context, linking it to broader issues or implications.
o Definition: It's like zooming out on a map – you're taking 

your specific topic and showing how it fits into the larger 
world

o Example:
 Conclusion: "The debate around genetically modified organisms is not 

just about food safety. It raises broader questions about ethics, 
sustainability, and the future of agriculture."

o Why Effective: It elevates your essay beyond the specific 
topic, encouraging your reader to think about the bigger 
picture and wider implications



Include a Call to Action
• Include a Call to Action: Urge the reader to take a specific step or 

consider a course of action.
o Definition: You're not just presenting information; you're 

handing the reader a torch and asking them to light the way 
forward

o Example:
 Conclusion: "The climate crisis demands immediate action. 

Each of us can contribute by reducing our carbon footprint, 
supporting sustainable practices, and advocating for policy 
change."

o Why Effective: It empowers the reader, making them feel like 
they have a role to play and that your essay has real-world 
relevance. It can inspire action and create a sense of urgency



End with a Provocative 
Thought

• End with a Provocative Thought: Close with a question, a 
challenging statement, or a memorable image.
o Definition: Leave your reader with something to chew on – a 

question, a bold statement, a striking image – that lingers in 
their mind long after they finish reading

o Example:
 Conclusion: "As we venture further into the realm of artificial intelligence, 

we must ask ourselves: Are we creating tools to serve humanity, or are we 
building our own successors?"

o Why Effective: It makes your conclusion unforgettable, 
sparking further thought and discussion about your topic



Echo
• Echo: Connect back to the introduction, creating a sense of closure.

o Definition: Think of it as a beautifully wrapped gift – you started 
with a bow, now you're tying it off with a matching one, 
creating a sense of completeness.

o Example:
 Intro: "The human brain, a three-pound universe within our 

skulls, remains one of the greatest mysteries of science."
 Conclusion: "Though we've made strides in understanding 

the brain, it continues to be a source of endless fascination 
and exploration, reminding us of the boundless potential of 
the human mind."

o Why Effective: It brings your essay full circle, providing a 
satisfying sense of closure and elegance



Address the “So-What” 
Factor

• Address the "So What?" Factor: Directly answer why your topic matters and its real-
world significance

o Definition: This is where you answer the skeptical reader who might be thinking, 
"Okay, but why should I care?" You're highlighting the real-world significance of 
your topic

o Example:

 Conclusion: "Understanding the history of social movements is not just an 
academic pursuit. It equips us with the knowledge and inspiration to create a 
more just and equitable world."

o Why Effective: It underscores the relevance and importance of your essay, leaving 
the reader with a clear understanding of its value

Key Takeaway:

• The conclusion is your final chance to leave a strong impression. Choose the techniques 
that best suit your essay and combine them for a powerful ending.



Strategies to 
Avoid



Content Issues

Introducing New Arguments or 
Evidence:

The conclusion should synthesize and solidify existing 
ideas, not introduce entirely new ones.

New arguments need development and support, 
which you don't have space for in the conclusion.

Contradicting Yourself:
Undermines your credibility and makes your 
argument seem weak.

If you have genuine doubts, revise the body of your 
essay, not contradict it in the conclusion.



More Content Issues
Stating the Thesis for the First 
Time:

The thesis belongs in the introduction; 
introducing it in the conclusion disorients 
the reader.

Introducing a New Idea or 
Subtopic:

New ideas disrupt the flow and coherence 
of your essay. Focus on synthesizing 
existing ideas.

Including New Evidence:
New evidence needs to be analyzed and 
integrated into the body of your essay, not 
dropped in at the end.



Style and Tone 
Issues

Using Phrases Like "I May Be 
Wrong, But...":

Weakens your stance and makes 
you sound unsure. The conclusion 
should be assertive and confident.

Overused Clichés (e.g., "in 
conclusion," "to sum up"):

Boring and predictable; they don't 
add anything meaningful. Aim for 
a more natural and engaging 
closing.

Ending with a Rephrased 
Thesis (No Changes):

Simply repeating your thesis is 
redundant. The conclusion should 
offer a fresh perspective or 
deeper understanding.

Making Sentimental or 
Emotional Appeals (in 
analytical papers):

In most academic writing, logical 
reasoning and evidence are key. 
Overly emotional appeals can 
undermine your credibility.



Focus Issues
"Grab Bag" Conclusion:

o Avoid including extra, unrelated information that doesn't 
contribute to the main argument. It distracts from your focus.

Key Takeaway:
• The conclusion is your final chance to leave a strong 

impression. Avoid these pitfalls to ensure your essay ends 
on a clear, confident, and impactful note.



Final Thoughts

Your conclusion is your last chance to 
make a lasting impression

Craft a memorable ending that reinforces 
your ideas and resonates with the reader
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